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PROCESS KNOWLEDGE IN WASTE DETERMINATIONS - JEE-0195-92 

Ref: J. E. Evered Itr, JEE-0178-92, to R. M. Nelson, Jr., Storage and Handling of 
Hazardous Waste Generated during Remedial Investigation at RFP, March 10, 1992 

In response to the Department of Energy's (DOES) request for further discussion on the use 
of previous process knowledge in waste determinations for drummed drill cuttings, EG&G 
does not feel that adequate process knowledge exists on any of the drums generated to date to 
realistically characterize a particular drum as "hazardous". The vast majority of drums 
have come from backgroundlbuffer zone characterization where there is no reason to 
anticipate contaminants. The individual hazardous substance sites (IHSSs) are poorly 
defined. Real-time monitoring during drilling has shown only sporadic instances of 

i; detectable contaminants. 
I; 

Process knowledge would dictate that the drums were non-hazardous. Without more 
definitive knowledge, a hazardous characterization is premature and inappropriate. 
However, we believe a more consenrative approach is to make a determination based on the 
validated lab results of the drilling. 

If you have questions regarding this matter, please call C. B. Gee of Remediation Programs 
& at extension 5910. 
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